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science regarding pre-historic races and societies.
That history will have to begin with chapters that
will enable us to rightly regard' and take into our
nationality warmly, the little elder brothers of the
forests* and the hills, the Bhils and Santhals and
Uriyas. And it will have to go on to survey that
great early and contemporary history of Asia, to
which India actually belongs. And only lastly will
it be free to take up the question of the origin and
making of India herself. We come at last then to
what is perhaps the most essential element in all our
regarding, the Study of India. Here there are a
thousand directions in which we may specialise.
We may study India with a view to understanding
races, or minerals, or agriculture or industry, or
history, or literature or philosophy, or any one of an
infinite number of subjects, but from one thing we
have to emancipate ourselves and that is, from the
idea that very" much is yet known on the subject.
We have to study the origin of the reports which
reach us rather than those reports themselves. Those
reports are, for the most part mere resumes turned
out with political intention and mechanical life-
lessness, and no true history was ever written in that
way. The histories written by generals and residents
between 1750 and 1850 are, indeed, of value. Price,
Skrine, Chalmers, Cunningham,. even Grant Du,flf,
and Elphinstone wrote history of a very different